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Norirication to Verertnary Inspector. 


Under the old Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 
providing for the notification of scheduled disease, 
the owner of an animal had an option whether he 
reported to the police or tothe veterinary inspector 
for the district. The present Diseases of Animals 
Act provides only for notification to the police, and 
two owners have recently been prosecuted in Scot- 
land for not notifying the police, although they had 
given notice to the veterinary inspector. In one 
case a small fine was inflicted ; in the other the end 
was dismissal. Both cases were very much alike, 
and the decisions were based upon the views of the 
Sheriffs who heard the charges—one on strictly legal 
grounds, the other upon the common-sense reason 
that the spirit, although not the letter, of the Act had 
been complied with. This state of matters is not 
satisfactory, because an owner never knows what 
course a judge may take, and because if the judge 
dismissed the case some authorities might appeal and 
put the defendant to heavy costs. 

In the Counties notification to the police is perhaps 
the simplest and most direct method. A police constable 
can always be found, and the veterinary inspector may be 
at a distance. The police, too, are officials of the County 
Council, z.e. of the local authority, and so is the veter- 
inary inspector. Uniformity of practice is obtained by 
having only one official to report to. The convenience 
of the owner is not affected unless his residence is close 
to that of the veterinary inspector. Notification to the 
police is only a preliminary step, and the police have to 
report to the veterinary inspector who diagnoses the 
disease and arranges for future measures. ; 

_ It seems to us that the uniformity which obtains by 
insisting on notification to the police and renders a man 
liable to penalties who reports direct to the veterinary 
inspector is too rigid a rule, and that the option afforded 
by the older Act is the most expedient. Owners who have 
the misfortune to suffer from an outbreak of scheduled 
disease on their premises have a not unnatural dislike to 
its being publicly known. The police too often act on the 
strict letter of: the law, and’a man in uniform posted on 
one’s premises suggests to al] passers-by some mystery or 
crime, which attracts more attention than is necessary. 
Tn London, although the Act makes no exception of 
districts, notification is almost always directly made to 
the veterinary inspector. The police in the Metropolis 
are under the Home Office— nut under the County 
Council, and thus two authorities come into play, each 
with powers independent of the other. The most com- 
mon notifiable disease in London is glanders, and the 
action of the police in this disease is almost useless— 
very often obnoxious, as when they post a constable 
outside a stable until the diseased horse is removed. 
The Departmental Committee who took evidence con- 
cerning glanders and issued some recommendations four 
years ago suggested that notification should be permitted 


| 
| AN INTERESTING CASE OF HASMATURIA 


RENALIS, THE RESULT OF UMBILICAL 
INFECTION IN A YOUNG COLT. 


_ With the foaling season now drawing to a close, 
it may not be altogether inappropriate to record this 
case, which, in our experience at least, is unique. 

_ We were requested to see a three days old colt by 
virtue of its suffering from a severe diarrhoea. The 
bowels were undoubtedly relaxed, for the buttocks, 
tail and hocks were covered with thin feces, which 
smelt strongly. 

On auscultating the abdomen peristalsis was 
marked. Intermittent colic was also present. The 
temperature was 105-2 F., respiration was quickened, 
but no pneumonic lesions were detected. The extre- 
mities were warm, but the eye was dull and slightly 
sunken. The umbilical cord was shrunken and dry. 

Treatment consisted of small doses of chlor et 
morph. cum creta prep. and brandy mixed in well boil- 
ed arrowroot gruel, every four hours. A rubber hot 
water bottle was applied to the abdomen. The follow- 
ing day the colt was brighter, and had partaken of 
some milk, the temperature being down to 103-1 F. 
On completing our examination he passed per rectum 
a teacupful of pure blood, which was very bright in 
colour. Treatment was now changed to doses of liq. 
ferri dial. 

On the third morning the colt was much weaker 
and had to be helped to his legs. The owner had 
caught an 8oz. bottle of urine, which was blood red 
in colour. The bowels were responding normally, 
but the urinary organs seemed very active, and it 
was invariably noticed that every time the colt 
sucked he would micturate at once and then lie down. 
Treatment now consisted of small doses of ol. tereb., 
liq. ferri perchlor. and ergot in well boiled flax gruel 
with eggs. The patient became gradually weaker 
and died two days later. 

Post-morten.—On opening the abdomen about 
100z. of a straw coloured exudate escaped. The coils 
of intestine round the umbilicus were adherent to 
each other and also to the walls of the parietes 
(plastic peritonitis). The urachus was intensely in- 
flamed and thickened. The bladder was distended, 
and on cutting into it a sanguineous fluid escaped, 
leaving an elliptical clot of blood behind which pro- 
bably weighed 8 to 10 oz. The mucose was intensely 
inflamed. The kidneys and vreters were healthy. 
The supra-renal and inguinal lymphatics were swollen 


either to the Police or to the Veterinary Inspector. The | 
Assistant Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, who 
was a member of the Committee, went out of bis way to | 
write a special note objecting to the proposal as It | 
would interfere with the uniformity of procedure—a | 
pedantic specimen of red tape. 


and inflamed. The liver was soft and friable. The 
left lung showed signs of bypostatic congestion. The 
endocardium of the left heart showed small petechia, 
and bota right and left possessed ante mortem clote 
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_ with filaments extended into their respective vessels. 


The stomach and bowels were healthy. 

Pathology.—The autopsy clearly proved the origin 
of the disease, as witness the state of the urachus and 
peritoneum in the umbilical region. That the hemor- 
rhage did not arise from the kidneys was proved by 
their healthy condition, moreover there were no renal 
casts in the urine. The state of the bladder and the 
amount of hemorrhage which took place in it point- 
ed to the virulence of the infection. 

I append three different analyses of the urine, 
passed at intervals of about 12 hours. 


Ist. 2nd. 8rd. 
Colour : Dark red Cherry red Light red 
Reaction: Alkaline Alkaline Alkaline 
Sp. Gravity: 1015 1020 1010 


Albumen was present in each examination. 
Microscopical examination revealed a large number 
of red blood corpuscles (but no leucocytes), epithe- 
lial cells, and abundance of bacilli which were ex- 
tremely mobile. These were most abundant on the 
first examination, gradually becoming fewer until the 
last, and it was also noticed they became less mobile, 
presumably owing to the medical preparations. 


W. Scorr, F.R.C.V.S. 
Bridgwater. 


URETHRAL CALCULI IN OXEN. 


1 read with interest Mr. Scott’s notes on the above 
subject in last week’s issue, and as I have had in the 
last year or two five such cases it might be of interest 
to some of your readers to relate my experience. 

Case 1.—A two year old bullock. 

History.—Had been noticed uneasy, off its feed, 
and passing urine only in drops. Owner had given 
pot. nit., purgatives, etc., but with no relief. He 
sent for me as a last resource. 

Symptoms.—Very dull, uriniferous smell in the 
house it was in; slight grunt, pulse imperceptable. 
On manipulating urethra found a spot just above 
sygmoid flexure which was slightly swollen and 
tender when pinched. Examination per rectum 
found bladder ruptured. 

Owner asked me to operate, more tu see if my diag- 
nosis was correct than anything else. I did so and 
got a small calculus the size of a pea but roughened 
externally. The beast was killed and my diagnosis 
confirmed. It was the only calculus in urethra or 
bladder. 

Case 2—A three year old bullock. Symptoms 
same as above only the lower portion of urethra was 
smaller and cedematous swelling along abdomen in 
front of prepuce, and the bladder was not ruptured. 
This swelling prevented me from finding where the 
calculus was, so I decided to operate just below the 
anus. I cut down and when | entered the urethra a 
large quantity of blood-tinged urine came away with 
considerable force and appeared to relieve the beast 
immensely. 

This beast passed his urine by this opening from 
that time forward and throve well. I did intend try- 


ing to find the calculus lower down when the swell. 
ing abated, but the owner was satisfied as it was. No 
infiltration of urine occurred round the wound. | 
operated standing for fear of injuring the bladder. 

Case 3.—Two year old. Similar to above, but 
took the calculus out about five inches below anus, 
Complete cure, the wound healing well and the urine 
passing normally through urethra. 

Case 4.—Another three year old. One calculus 
found above sygmoid flexure and another just below 
anus. Took both out. Urine partially passed through 
lower wound, and partly through normal passage. 
No infiltration. 

Case 5.—Two year old. Had been noticed uneasy 
five days. A large swelling had formed reaching 
from above the scrotum and extending forward to 
between front legs, and on either flank. A large 
area, about 18 inches by 12 inches, situated between 
scrotum and preputial opening was cold, black, and 
skin peeling off on being touched—-gangrenous. On 
puncturing with a small trocar and canula in several 
places urine flowed away. Rectal examination re- 
vealed bladder burst. Animal was dull and stiff, but 
was feeding wonderfully well for one in his state. 

Remarks.—I quite agree with Mr. Scott that 
urethral distension is so slight as to be of no diag- 
nostic value. The chief symptoms to be relied on are 
inability to pass urine, or only in drops, and manipu- 
lation of urethra so as to find calculus. 

If taken in time most of these cases can be cured, 
or relieved in such a way that they can be fattened. — 


A. J. Morrett, M.R.C.V.S. 
Ballinasloe. 


A CASE OF EPILEPSY. 


Subject.—Bay mare cob, nine years old, belonging 
to the Mounted Infantry, 1st Army Corps. 

On the 4th May it was reported to me that this 
animal was mad, and would | attend at once. On 
proceeding to the place where the animal was I found 
him standing quietly but in a comatosed condition. 
In a few minutes he showed signs of having a fit, 
with the following symptoms: Head erected, mus- 
cular tremors of the eyelids and lips, champing of 
the jaws and frothing profusely at the mouth, violent 
muscular spasms of the near fore leg, eyes amaurotic 
and pupils dilated. The head would then be slowly 
turned to the side, the animal then circumambulate 
two or three times and then fall to the ground in an 
exhausted state, rising in a few minutes quite con- 
scious with the exception of a dazed expression. 

For the first two days he had fits every 4 hour, 
and on the third day they were less frequent but 
more severe. On the fifth day he only had one fit, 
which was the last, as from that until now, the 18th 
inst., he has gradually improved. 

Treatment.—A dose of physic was immediately 
administered, and when the bowels had acted the 
following powders were given in his food twice 
daily : 
Potass Iodidi. 

Nucis Vomice 43]. 


Pulv. Gentiane 
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Bran mash diet and cold water douches to head 
during the paroxysms. 

Remarks.—1I have never seen a case before and 
consider it rather interesting, as the symptoms dur- 
ing the paroxysms were exactly similar to those seen 
in the human subject when suffering from the same 
disease. Is it hereditary, and what is the cause ? 

Percy Harris, Vet.-Lieut., A.V.D. 
Mounted Infantry, Aldershot. 
18th May, 1903. 


Is 1T to RENDER Puppies In- 
MUNE TO DISTEMPER BY VACCINATING THE 
BITCH DURING PREGNANCY WITH CULTURE 
OF THE SPECIFIC MICROBE OF INCREASING 
VIRULENCE ? 


1 have set myself the task of answering this ques- 
tion, but as it will take time to determine I will, in 
the meantime, ask your readers if they will under- 
take to vaccinate bitches during pregnancy with the 
first, second, and third vaccine and observe its 
effects on the offspring. Also, I shall be glad of 
any information through The Veterinary Record con- 
cerning the immunity of puppies to distemper con- 
ferred whilst in the uterus of the mother affected 
with the disease. 

It is a well known fact to medical practitioners 
that immunity to vaccination is conferred to children 
if the mother is re-vaccinated during, especially, 
the later term of pregnancy. There is one thing 
certain, that immunity is not conferred upon pup- 
pies of a bitch that has recovered from distemper 
before pregnancy. 

I may add that | have used Phisalix’s vaccine on 
fox-terrier puppies, which afterwards came in contact 
with distempered dogs, and did not contract the 


disease. 
A. P. Bureon, M.R.C.V.S. 
Haverhill. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A Buooptess THyRomECTOMY UNDER THE 
MENT oF ApRENALIN.—By Gerorce H. Baizey, of 
Portland. (American Veterinary Review.) 


The thyroid gland of a valuable horse had in- 
creased in size to the dimensions of a man’s fist and 
caused dyspncea in consequence of pressure on the 
trachea as soon as the horse was working. On this 
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not the slightest secondary hemorrh i 
by first intention was 

Prof. A. Liautard, M.D., V.M. has recorded in 
the 4.V.R. that adrenaline is a vaso-constrictor of 
great power. It has a remarkable influence on 
blood pressure as well as on body temperature. It 
is especially indicated in (1) laryngology and optha- 
_linoscopy as @ vaso-constrictor and hemostatic, and 
(2) in therapy in general as a hemostatic. 

Operations on the nose and nasal cavities of wan 
are easily undertaken if adrenalin is used, and in the 
form of a spray or powder it has a favourable in- 
fluence on an inflamed part. Thirty seconds after 
the introduction of adrenalin solution into the eye 
complete ischemia of the tissues takes place and 
continues for an bonr and a half. Irritation of the 
cornea is not produced and the pupil remains un- 
influenced. 

In union with cocaine, adrenalin is of the greatest 
service in the treatment of inflammatory processes of 
the eye of every kind, and in operations on the eye. 
It is a very expensive drug.—(Ex. Berliner Thiertirst 
Woch. 

[Adrenalin has recently been greatly praised by 
doctors, and it has been much written about.—Trans. | 

G. M. 


Eczema Rusrum or tHe Doc.—By H. Barr, As- 
sistant in the Pathological Institute of the Berne 
Veterinary School. 


The author in his thesis for the Veterinary Faculty 
of Berne, 1901, concludes his researches thus :-—- 
That eczema rubrum of the dog is not of a herpetic 
nature but constitutes a specific disease caused by a 
micrococcus, which has only a feeble degree of viru- 
lence and resistance. Infection is probably brought 
about by small wounds or abrasions of the skin. 
Not every dog is liable to contract the disease, there 
must be a peculiar predisposition. Length of the 
coat favours infection. 
One ot the necessary conditions for the successful 
treatment of the skin is to disinfect the skin with a 
warm 2 per cent. solution of creolin twice a day.— 
(Revue Vétérinaire, May, 1903). 


A Case or Arropuy or tHe Optic Disc 1x A Mare. 
By M. Rémonp, Military Veterinary Surgeon. 

A five year old mare was subject to unruliness on 
being mounted, and in consequence of the eyes being 
considered the cause ophthamoscopic examination of 
the organs of‘ vision was made. 

The right eye appeared of the normal size, the 
pupil was contracted but mobile, and dilated per- 


account the gland had to be extirpated. Immediate 
danger to the life of the animal from this operation | 
would arise from an injury to the vagus, and in pro- | 
fuse hoemorrhage due to the great vascularity of the | 
organ. ‘The latter danger was obviated by the use 

of a. solution of adrenalin-chloride 1 in 1000. The 

means especially did away with capillary h:emor- 

thage, so that every step of the operation could he) 
plainly controlled. By the use of adrenalin spray it | 
was unnecessary to anzsthetise the site of operation | 
with cocaine solution. The edges of the wound 
Were sutured with catgut ligatures. After removal 
of an aseptic bandage on the second day there was 


fectly under the influence of atropine. The fundus 
of the eye was then examined and the optic dise was 
found to be pale, anemic, atrophied, but its colour 
still distinct and regular. Above, it showed numer- 
ous patches of disseminated choroiditis, having @ 
greyish or reddish base. The loss of sight was total 
in the right eye, but the left was intact and sufficient 
for the animal to see its whereabouts. 
Subcutaneous injections of nitrate of pilocarpine, 
20 centigrammes every ten days, and daily adminis- 
tration of iodide of potassium were adopted. 
A fresh examination was made about two months 
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after and no improvement was discovered, but on 
the contrary, the atrophy of the disc had become 
aggravated, the choroiditis had extended towards 
the disc, which had become altered in outline at its 
inferior border. 

M. Rémond concludes that, in certain cases, 
atrophy of the disc may be caused by the propaga- 
tion of a primarily localised inflammation of the 
choroid and that, in consequence, this latter affec- 
tion is not as benign as some authorities believe it 
to be. —(Revue Vétérinaire and Rec, de Méd. Vét. 

H. G. 


ON THE RELATIONSHIP OF HUMAN TUBER- 
CULOSIS TO THAT OF BOVINES. 


By D. J. Hamitton, Professor of Pathology, University 
of Aberdeen, and 


J. M’Laucuian Youne, F.R.C.V.S., Lecturer on 
Veterinary Hygiene, University of Aberdeen. 


Abstract of a report published in the ‘ Transactions of 
the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland,’ 
1903. 


In the memorable address delivered by Professor Koch 
in the summer of 1901 before the British Congress on 
Tuberculosis, he stated that “a number of young cattle 
which had stood the tuberculin test, and might there- 
fore be regarded as free. from tuberculosis, were infected 
in various ways with pure cultures of tubercle bacilli 
taken from cases of human tuberculosis ; some of them 
got the tubercular sputum of consumptive patients 
direct. In some cases the tubercle bacilli or the sputum 
were injected under the skin, in others into the peri- 
toneal cavity, in others into the jugular vein. Six 
animals were fed with tubercular sputum almost daily 
for seven or eight months ; four repeatedly inhaled great 
quantities of bacilli, which were distributed in water and 
scattered with it in the form of spray. None of these 
cattle (there were nineteen of them) showed any symp- 
toms of disease, and they gained considerably in weight, 
From six to eight months after the beginning of, the 
experiments they were killed. In their internal organs 
not a trace of tuberculusis was found. Only at the 
places where the injections had been made small suppura- 
tive foci had formed, in which few tubercle-bacilli 
could be found. This is exactly what one finds when 
one injects dead tubercle-bacilli under the skin of ani- 
mals liable to contagion.” From these and other data 
he felt “justified in maintaining that human tuber- 
culosis differs from bovine, and cannot be transmitted 
to cattle.” 

It seemed to him very desirable, however, that these 
experiments should be repeated elsewhere, in order that 
all doubt as to the correctness of the assertion might be 
removed. 
Dificuity in determining whether or not Bovine .Tuber- 

culosis can be transmitted to Man. 


The question of whether tuberculosis can be trans- 
mitted looms bovines to man must of course always re- 
main unproven experimentally ; and although case 
upon case has been recorded where, apparently, the 
disease had been conferred upon the human subject 
by the ingestion cf food contaminated with the bacillus 
of tubercle derived from the cow, and from other 
means of accidental inoculation, yet these always lack 
the element of certitude to be obtained where the disease 
can be excited experimentally, under conditions which 
exclude the possibility of error. The source from which 
the contaminated ingesta have been derived (owing to 


the prolonged period of incubation) may have been 
overlooked or forgotten by the time that the disease 
begins to show itself, and even if it can be shown that 
at a particular date the individual did consume food 
which was undoubtedly contaminated, there is always 
the uncertainty of determining whether this or some 
other source of contagion was the cause of the outbreak. 
Examples are numerous where, so far as it is possible to 
judge, the disease has been transmitted to children 
through contaminated milk ; but plausible and self- 
evident as many of these appear to be, still they must 
be admitted in proof with an element of reserve, owing 
to the conditions being so complicated and liable to 
fallacy. No doubt the evidence in favour of a direct 
transmission of the disease from the cow to man is very 
strong, and up till the time of Koch’s assertion to the 
contrary,.was admitted onall hands ; but for the reasons 
abuve detailed, all such evidence, for or against, must 
remain in amanner conjectural. It lacks scientific veri- 
fication. 

One argument employed by Koeh as showing that 
tuberculosis is seldom conveyed to man through the in- 
gesta is the rarity with which a primary lesion of the 
intestine is met with in abdominal tuberculosis of 
children. This fact has long been familiar to patho- 
logists. From personal observation, one of us has 
taught for the last twenty five years that abdominal 
tuberculosis of children is seldom accompanied by a 
tubercular lesion of the intestinal mucosa, while in 
those cases where the lungs have been the primary seat 
of the disease, where cavities have formed, and where 
the. discharge from these cavities containing the bacillus 
has been swallowed in quantity and over a lengthened 
period, the intestinal mucosa will frequently be found 
to be the seat of tubercular deposit and ulceration. In 
this case, however, the bacillus passes into the alimen- 
tary canal in such abundance that it would certainly be 
strange did the absorbents of its mucous membrane not 
pick it up and develop a tubereular lesion in their 
substance. The lower urinary viz become auto infected 
in tubercular disease of the kidney ; the trachea and 
larynx become secondarily infected from the passage 
through them of the expectoration from a disintegrating 
tubercular lung ; and it may be said that wherever the 
like conditions prevail, wherever a discharge containing 
the bacillus of tubercle comes in contact with a surface 
provided with absorbents, there is a liability to that 
surface becoming secondarily tubercular, Still it is to 
be borne in mind that such auto-infection of a mucous 
membrane over which the bacillus of tubercle has been 
passing by no means necessarily takes place. The dis- 
charge from a phthisical lung may have been expec- 
torated for years without the mucosa cf the trachea or 
larynx showing a single tubercle. ; 

The’ argument against the tramissibility of bovine 


| tuberculosis to man through the ingesta, founded upon 


the rarity of primary tubercular disease of the intestine, 
has absolutely no weight unless it can be disproved that 
thebacillus of tubercle is capable of: passing through 
the intestine to the abdominal glands without occasion- 
ing an intestinal lesion ; and the fact that primary 
abdominal tuberculosis is met with so frequently in 
children without implication of the mucous membrane 
of the intestine seems to point the lesson that such a 
thing is not only possible, but that there is a strong 

robability in its favour. It is only by experiment, 
Gaciiber. that such a question can be answered, and, as 
shown by our first series of experiments, there casnot 
be a shadow of doubt on the subject. Even where the 
abdominal glands in calves were rendered extensively 
tubercular by the consumption of sputum containing the 
tubercle bacillus, in not one instance was the mucosa 
of the intestine found to be the seat of a tubercular 
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Transmission of Human Tuberculosis to Bovines. 


Whatever doubt, however, overshadows the question 
of the transmissibility of bovine tuberculosis to man, the 
settlement of the converse—whether human tubercu. 
losis can be conferred upon bovines—ought surely to be 
capable of demonstration by experimental methods, and 
it is to this aspect of the question that we have ad. 
dressed ourselves. Is the bacillus of man capable of in 
ducing tuberculosis when introduced by various channels 
into the system of the cow? If so, then the presump- 
tion is highly in favour of the opposite being true, and 
its confirmation would tend to establish the identity of 
the organism in the disease of both hosts, 

Chauveau (Second Congress for the study of Tuber 
culosis, 1891, as well as several previous communica- 
tions) announced long ago that calves could be infected 
not only by feeding them with material derived from 
phthisical lungs of cattle, but also that like material 
taken from the human lung had the same capability. In 
the experiments with human tubercle all the animals 
became rapidly and extensively tubercular, and it wus 
upon the evidence afforded by these experiments that 
the alleged danger of consuming the flesh and milk of 
tubercular cattle, and the precautions taken against this 
danger, were chiefly founded. 


Question of different Species of Bacillus. 


Koch’s assertion that tuberculosis of the cow cannot 
be transmitted to man was supported by the assumption 
that the bacilli belong to different species, and he came 
to the conclusion that the chief means of disseminating 
the disease in man is through the agency of human 
sputum, the dangers of contracting tuberculosis through 
infected meat and milk being unimportant. Experi- 
ment and statistics, he alleged, went to demonstrate 
that human and bovine tuberculosis are two different 
diseases. 

In cultures, bovine bacilli, as a rule, are shorter, 
thicker, more oval, and less granular than those from a 
human source. But can much reliance be placed upon 
these differences as a means of diagnosis? Are these 
differences anything else than the effect of environment ? 
When we find that human bacilli taken from different 
subjects vary so much among themselves in regard to 
their length, breadth, granularity, etc., are we to assume 
that morphological peculiarities can rank as a sufficient 
basis of distinction between bacilli of the cow and those 
taken from the higher animal? MHueppe, for instance 
(Berl. klin. Wochnschr., xxxviii., 1901, p. 877), declares 
that it is only necessary to pass the bacillus of the ox 
and that of man through the system of the guinea-pig in 
order to render it impossible to distinguish the one from 
the other.. 

It must be evident, therefore, that mere peculiarities 
in the morphological characters of the bacillus consti- 
tute but a feeble basis to found a theory of difference cf 


species upon. 
Relative Virulence of the Tubercle Bacillus. 


For long it has been admitted that the bacillus of 
bovine tuberculosis is more virulent for most animals 
than that taken from a human source. Villemin noticed 
this when the evidence on the subject of the contagiosity 
of tuberculosis was in its infancy ; and Smith, |)inwid- 
die, Frothingham, Baumgarten, Gaiser, Ravenel, and De 
Jong have all confirmed his observation. It has, further, 


been demonstrated by Delépine that the human bacillus to show ev 


in i i time to time when limited initsrange. ar 
Ark bas | that because a lesion in man 18 confined to a limited 


taken from different subjects. Arloing, moreover, 
found that certain varieties of the human tubercle 
bacillus, which at first infect only the guinea-pig, may he 
rendered capable of communicating the disease to rab- 


bits after several passages through the system of the first | 


animal. 


| 


It is also well known not only that the bacillus may 
alter in culture morphologically, but that in certain in- 
stances it may lose a great deal of its pathogenic powers 
after several generations—that it will, in fact, reproduce 
the disease after a time only when inoculated upon the 
peritoneum. 

But even granting that the human bacillus is less viru- 
lent for cattle than that of bovines, it by no means 
follows that bovine tubercle is not as readily inoculable 
upon man as upon other animals. The fact that bovine 
bacilli are perhaps the most virulent of any known, and 
that they can be inoculated on such a variety of animals, 
is pretty strong primd facie evidence of such being the 
caxe. 

M‘Fadyean put the matter very clearly in his address 
at the British Congress on Tuberculosis. He said: “It 
cannot be admitted that the low virulence of human 
bacilli for cattle proves, or even makes it probable, that 
bovine bacilli have only a feeble pathogenic power for 
man. That might have been held to be probabie if it 
bad been shown that bovine bacilli were very virulent 
only for cattle, but since it is well established that these 
bacilli are highly dangerous for such diverse species as 
the rabbit, horse, dog, pig, and sheep, and, in short, for 
almost every quadruped on which they have been tried, 
it appears to be highly probable that they are also dan- 
gerous to man.” 

The truth seems to be that the bacillus of tubercle, 
like other pathogenic bacilli, whether taken from a 
natural source or under cultivation, may possess different 
degrees of infectiosity, and that the nd obtainable b 
inoculation depends greatly upon the sample employed. 
For this reason it seems to us there may be an element 
of fallacy in many of the experiments performed by Koch 
and Schiitz. They employed bacilli admitted)y derived 
from a human source, but a large proportion of these 
were in the state of artificial culture, and hence may have 
lost part of their naturally weak powers of infection. 
The question to be settled seems to us to reside ‘n 
whether the bacillus taken immediately from its natural 
habitat, without being subjected to any influence which 
might modify its powers of i Sg is capable of 
transmitting the disease to the bovine host, and accord- 
ingly our experiments have been designed with a view 
to throw light upon this. 

Criterion of Infection. 

A very important matter to agree upon before draw- 
ing conclusions from experimental tuberculosis is what 
the criterion of infection is to be. For want of a clear 
definition of this, consideravle misunderstanding has 
resulted in the interpretation of the results obtained by 
Koch and Scbiitz. A number of their experiments are 

ut down as doubtful or negative apparently because the 
ung or some other important viscus did not show evi- 
dence of disease, or showed evidence only of a minor de- 
gree of the same. 

If the inoculated virus dies out at the point of intro- 
duction, and if it fails to produce tubercle elsewhere 
the case is clearly negative ; andif the bacillus is foun 
only in the local lesion, such cases surely are legitimately 
to ranked as doubtful. But if the bacillus is found 
iocalty say in a cheesy abscess, and if the next superior 
Jymph glands are altered, show a tubercular structure 
characterised by giant cells, caseation, etc., and if the 
diseased parts are capable of reproducing the disease on 
the guinea-pig—such a case, we maintain, must be held 
idence of infection, even although it be thus 
If not, then we might as weil argue 


roup of glands or the neighbourhood of a joint it is not 
as tubercular, even although the affected 
parts show a tubercular structure, contain the bacillus, 
and ure capable of producing a general tuberculosis in the 


guinea-pig. 
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If, again, the inoculation of a peripheral part causes 
the development of a local lesion, or not, and if the 
animal be found to be suffering from a widely dissemina- 
ted tubercular lymphadenitis, spreading upwards from 
the point of inoculation, but without implication of any 
of the larger viscera, then surely this also must be con- 
sidered as evidence of the disease having been conferred 
upon the new host. And should, in addition, the lungs 
and other viscera be involved, of course there cannot re- 
main much doubt as to what the inference should be. 
The evidence which, we think, will be admitted by most 
experimenters to be conclusive of the disease having 
been contracted is that the bacillus is growing and repro- 
ducing itself upon the new host and inducing a greater 
or less amount of tissue disturbance, taken along with 
the power such affected tissues have of exciting tuber- 
culosis when inoculated upon the guinea-pig. It is idle 
to argue, as Koch and Schiitz have done, that some of 
their cases exhibited no more evidence of tubercular in- 
fection than would be elicited by the introduction of 
dead bacilli. Time has evidently much to do with the 
extent to which the lesion has proceeded, and human 
tubercle evidently develop; slowly in the cow. 


General Account of the Experiments. 


The following experiments were undertaken at the in- 
stance of the Agricu!tural Committee of the University 
of Aberdeen and the Highland and Agricultural Society, 
and were designed to test the validity of the assertion 
that human tuberculosis differs so much from bovine 
that it cannot be transmitted to cattle. 

All the primary experiments were made. upon calves, 
but the guinea-pig was employed for confirmation pur- 
poses in a large number of instances. 

The shed in which the calves were housed had never 
been used for animals previously ; it was newly fitted 
up with stalls and windows, and was washed throughout 
with lime previous to the commencement of the vxperi- 
ments. The animals were fed at first entirely upon 
milk, later on with a little linseed meal added, and a 
handful of hay twice daily. The milk was taken from 
cows which had been tested with tuberculin and failed to 
react. The utensils used for feeding were galvanised 
iron buckets. The flasks for conveying the milk were 
new, and were boiled to begin with. The dairyman who 
brought the milk was never allowed to come nearer than 
200 yards from the shed. Moss-litter was used in the 
stalls, and every precaution taken to keep them clean. 
When the second series of experiments commenced the 
stalls were thoroughly cleaned, the whole shed limed, 
and the utensils used for feeding boiled. 


First SERIES.—INGESTION. 


Experiment No. 1.—A black Aberdeen-Angus female 
calf, ten days old, fed with tubercular sputum mixed with 
muk on eighteen different occasions, and over a perrod of 
sixty-nine days. 

Post-mortem examination.—The animal was slaugh- 
tered, and the autopsy was made immediately after 
death. The carcase was well nourished, and there was 
a good deal of gas in the paunch. The mesenteric glands 
were all very much enlarged, especially those skirting 
the intestine. They constituted huge tuberous and con- 
tinuous chains running along the margin of the bowel. 
On section, they were found to contain a greyish point 
here and there, but otherwise they were of homogeneous 
consistence, and of a dull pink colour in their midst, 
more greyish coloured at their periphery. The intestine, 
stomach, and abdominal organs generally, were free from 
disease ; there was a total absence of ulceration or any 
other morbid affection of the intestinal mucosa, and there 
was not the slightest evidence of peritonitis. 

The retro-pharyngeal glands were all increased in size, 


were enlarged, and, on section, presented a hemorrhagic 
appearance, with numerous points. 

icroscopic examination failed to reveal the presence 
of the tubercle bacillus in the enlarged mesenteric giands 
or tonsils, although the structure of these organs was 
suspiciously tubercular in appearance. They showed 
giant cells surrounded by circumscribed reticular lymph- 
adenoid tissue, and the areas in which this appearance 
was noticed bad a tendency tw necrose. . 

Two guinea pigs were inoculated, accordingly, in the 
right thigh with portions of the swollen mesenteric 
glands, clipped out from their centres with all due pre- 
cauticns. A collodion dressing, as in all other cases, was 
applied to the surface. The animals were kept isolated 
in aclean cage. It should be noted that all the guinea- 
pigs used for inoculation purposes had been under obser- 
vation for from four to six weeks or more before the 
operation was performed, and were in perfect health at 
the time of inoculation. 

After an interval of ninety-one days both guinea-pigs 
were killed. One of them proved to be perfectly sound, 
but the other was overrun with tubercular deposits. 
Immediately above the point of inoculation there was a 
round caseating and softening mass, a little larger than 
a pea. Microscopic examination of the débris showed 
the bacillus of tubercle in abundance. The deep inguinal 
and retro-hepatic glands were enlarged and caseous, and 
throughout the substance of the liver and spleen great 
numbers of caseating tubercles were diffusely scattered 
abroad. The lungs were also beset with similar nodules, 
and the post-mediastinal lymph-glands were enlarged and 
caseous. The kidneys and suprarenal capsules seemed 
to be free from disease. 

Experiment No. 2.—A ten-days-old calf, fed with 
tubercular sputum from the same case, and under simi- 


sixty six days. Mesenteric glands all enlarged ; tonsils 
much enlarged and hemorrhagic; retro-pharyngeal 
glands also enlarged. Ctiant cell structure in mesenteric 
glands with presence of tubercular bacillus sparsely dis- 
tributed. Absence of intestinal tuberculosis. 

Of two guinea-pigs inoculated from the swollen ton- 
sils, one died prematurely from some_ intercurrent 
disease, while the other developed general tuberculosis. 

Experiment No.3.—A calf, two weeks old, fed with 
same tubercular sputum as in case No. 1, died thirty- 
seven days after commencement of the experiment, 
apparently from septicemia. Mesenteric glands enlarged. 
Absence of tubercle bacillus, absence of giant cell struc- 
ture, absence of intestinal tuberculosis. ' 

Experiment No. 4.—A calf, three weeks old, fed with 
tuberculous sputum as in experiment No. 1, killed after 
sixty tive days. Enlargement of mesenteric lymph-glands 
and of tpnsiis strongly suggestive of a tubercular Jym- 
phadenitis. Absence of giant cell structure, absence of 
tubercle bacillus, failure to reproduce on the guinea- 

ig. 

. Experiment No. 5.—A calf, ten days old, fed with 
tubercular sputum as in case No. 1 ; animal killed sixty- 
five days afterwards. Intense tumefaction of mesenteric. 
cesophageal, and retro-pharyngeal lymph glands an 
tonsils, Giant cell structure within these parts, with 
presence of tubercle bucillus. Absence of intestinal 
tuberculosis. Inoculation on guinea-pig positive. 


Phisalix Distemper Vaccine Experiments. 


The following additional amounts have been re- 
ceived :— 


but not to such an extent as in other cases. The tonsils 


J.R. Mcrris, M.R.C.V.S. 10 0 
V.M.A. of Ireland 22 0 
W. J. Mulvey, F.R.C.V.S. 110 
W. S. Mulvey, F.R.C.V.S. 10 6 
A. Renfrew, M.R.C.V.S. 110 
A. R. Routledge, F.R.C.V.S. 10 6 


lar circumstances, as in experiment No. 1, killed after — 
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ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


The sixtieth annual dinner of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held on June 3rd at the Hol- 
born Restaurant, London, the President of the College, 
Principal W. Owen-Williams, of the New Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh, in the chair. About fifty gentlemen 
were present. 

The toast ,of “The Imperial Forces” was proposed 
by Mr. A. C. Cope, and acknowledged by Colonel 
Thompson. 

Mr. W. HuntInG, in submitting the toast of “ Agri- 
culture,” alluded to the luss to which the Board of 
Agriculture had recently sustained by the death of 
Mr. Hanbury. 

Sir THomas ELLIOTT, in responding, said the relations 
between the veterinary profession and agriculturists 
generally on the one hand and the Board of Agriculture 
as the official representative of the industry on the other 
were no less kindly and friendly at the present time than 
they had ever been. He would go further, and hope that 
the more the profession knew of the Department and the 
older and wiser the Department became—because it was 
yet young—the more friendly and cordial would be the 
relations between them to the advantage both of the 
profession and of agriculture. Reference had been made 
to the great services of the late Mr. Hanbury in making 
the Department of Agriculture as efficient and as ser- 
viceable as possible to the great interest it represented, 
and he believed that in Mr. Hanbury’s successor the 
veterinary profession would find a perfectly sympathetic 
chief and a chief desirous of making the Department 
great and usful, and that the profession would have no 
cause of complaint in regard to expressions of opinivns 
which from time to time Lord Onslow might find it his 
duty to make. (Applause.) It seemed to him that the 
big questions they had to deal with ranged themselves 
under two headings. First of all, he conceived—and he 
believed Lord Onslow would conceive—that it was their 
business at the Board of Agriculture to do everything 
they possibly could to further the purely scientific in- 
terests of the profession, and he hoped they should 
always be ready within the limits which the Treasury 
imposed upon them to help forward the work of scienti- 
fic research and investigation in all questions likely to 
become of practical value to agriculture. ’ 

Mr. W. Woops, in proposing the toast of “The Presi- 
dent,” spoke of Principal Williams as a leading practi- 
tioner in the adjoining country of Scotland, and as one 
of the most highly respected men in the veterinary pro- 
fession today. (Applause.) 

Principal W1iu1AMs, in responding, said he was glad 
to think that his year of office was likely to bear fruit in 
connection with the Army Veterinary Department. At 
one time there was no such thing as a veterinary officer 
in the Army, and the veterinary surgeons had no social 
status. Later on the Army veterinary surgeon did attain 
a social distinction, and in consequence of that the 
civilian veterinary surgeon attained a higher social dis- 
tinction. The profession was not satisfied with the posi- 
tion of the veterinary surgeon in the Army at the present 
time, because he had a title which was nothing but a name. 
He had no command, and until he had a command 
he could not really be considered a full and thorough- 
ly qualified officer. During the past winter they had 
sat on a Committee at the War Office, and though that 
Department had a reputation for procrastination, they 
were going, he thought, to be rather hurried, in fact, 
very hurried—for them. Within twelve months of the 
commencement of the Committee they expected to have 
a report published stating they hoped that the position 
of the veterinary surgeon in the Army would be equal to 
that of all other officers in the Army, and that there 


‘ would be no class distinction. (Applause.) They might 
conclude, therefore, that when the Army veterinary officer 
had that position the civilian veterinary surgeon would 
be able to take his proper position. They had other 
work to consider both in the Council room of the Col- 
lege and outside of it. The teachers of the veterinary 
schools had discovered that there was a cry for some 
further qualification than the M.R.C.V\S. Surgeons 
when they qualified as surgeons were not content with 
that title. hen ambitious they endeavoured to have a 
University degree, which stamped them not only as sur- 
geons, but as men with a wide education. As veterinary 
surgeons they might become the most expert, but their 
qualification, while it stamped them as expert veterinary 
surgeons, gave them no further stamp. A feeling was 
arising that they required, if it were possible, a University 
stamp, showing that they were men of wide education 
other than in veterinary science. At the present time 
the University of Edinburgh was seriously considering 
the granting of a degree in veterinary science. He was 
told that in London also there was a movement on foot 
for the granting of a University degree in veterinary 
science, He had no doubt that in Glasgow and in Dub- 
lin there would be a similar degree. These degrees 
would not interfere in any way with the veterinary sur- 
geon of the present day, nor with the veterinary surgeon 
of the future. They would only be an additional mark 
showing that the man had had a wide education. They 
would not empower the man to practice. He could not 
earn any money by having a University degree, and in 
all probability it would be quite impossible for a man to 
obtain a University degree until he had obtained a dip- 
loma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, so that 
there would be no compulsion in the matter. On the 
other hand, those young men who took University 
degrees would in all probability have a preference in the 
appointments that were giver. by the various Govern- 
ment departments. A representative of the Government 
now present had told him that night that if there were 
such a degree he would much prefer to have a man of 
wide experience in addition to a profound knowledge of 
veterinary science. For himself he should go heart and 
soul in assisting those who desired to obtain such a 
degree. The only thing that would prove a difficulty 
would be money. If these University degrees were 
going to be granted it would be necessary that the Uni- 
versities should receive money to assist them in doing 
so. But the Government had lots of money—(laughter) 
—and it might devote some of it to assisting Britain and 
her colonies in having a body of men who would be most 
efficient guardians of their most valuable stocks and 
herds. (Applause.) 

Colonel NuNN afterwards proposed the toast of “ The 
Veterinary Schools,” which was acknowledged by Pro- 
fessor M‘Fadyean.—7'he Scotsman. 


LORD ONSLOW ON AGRICULTURAL 
ORGANIZATION. 


A well-attended meeting was held at Grosvenor 
House (by permission of the Duke of Westminster) in 
support of the Agricultural Organization Society. Lord 
Wenlock presided, and among those present were Lord 
Onslow (President of the Board of Agriculture), Mr. 
Yerburgh. M.P. (President of the Society), Lord Ridley, 
Lord Clifford, Lord Herries, Sir W. Cuthbert Quilter, 
M.P., Mr. T, A. Brassey, Sir Thomas Elliott, Mr. Rider 
Haggard, Colonel Long, M.P., Mr. Bill, M.P., Mr. 
Worsley-Taylor, K.C., M.P., Mr. J. Heath, M.P., and 
Mr. J. Nugent Haris (Secretary). 

The CHAIRMAN said he had always been much struck 
with the want of co-operation among the farmers of this 


country, and he felt convinced that the time had arrived 
when > he effort should be made to induce agricul- 


788 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 13, 1903 


turists in great Britain to combine for their own benefit. 


(Hear, hear.) Under the guidance of Mr. Yerburgh, 
this new Society had made a good beginning. The 
movement, which needed liberal financial assistance, 
was one for teaching farmers how, by proper arrange- 
ments among themselves, they could contribute to each 
other’s welfare. He concluded by referring with regret 
to the loss which agriculture had sufferred by the death 
of Mr. Hanbury, and expressed the hope that Lord 
Onslow would do his best to support this particular 
movement. (Cheers.) 

Mr. YERBuRGH, M.P., explained that on their com- 
mittee they had members of both political parties, and 
one of their agricultural co operative societies had on its 
committee the representatives of no fewer than six de- 
nominations. The Society, moreover, had no trading 
interests whatever. It did not advocate State subsidies, 
but sought to call into active co-operation the energy 
and initiative of the individual farmer. 

Lord Onstow, after a few words of introduction, 
said he was glad to hear that the Society’s labours were 
not confined to what he might call the small tenant 
farmer, but were extended to the person who was known 
in his part of the world asthe allotment holder. During 
the few days that he had been at the Buard of Agricul- 
ture there was one matter to which his attention had 
been prominently called —the rates charged by the rail- 
way pag saya tor the conveyance of agricultural pro- 
duce to the market. That was a question with which 
he hoped to deal at a very early date. (Cheers.) ‘At 
the Board of Trade he was brought directly into connec- 
tion with the railway companies, and he was bound to 
say that he always-found them ready to listen to any 
reasonable proposals put forward by that Department. 
It was essential that farmers sending produce to market 
should realize that it was more expensive for the rail- 
ways to deal with a number of small parcels than to 
handle a large parcel. He was much pleased to observe 
the way in which this Society, and its affiliated societies, 
had devoted their attention to breaking up “rings.” 
There was nothing worse for the commerce or the agri- 
culture of the country than acombination to keep prices 
below their legitimate level. He had been told that he 
had a difficult man to fellow, but he ventured to think 
that Mr. Hanbury was an easy man to follow, because 
all the late Minister’s successor had to do was to carry 
out many of those great schemes which he had left be- 
hind at the Board of Agriculture, to a successful con- 
clusion. He felt the greatest interest in this Association. 
He proposed to address a communication to the county 
councils of England and Wales on the advantages of co- 
operation among farmers, especially in those places 
where the holdings were small, and drawing attention 
to the fact—although it had been done once before— 
that it was part of the duties with which they were en- 
trusted to instruct, through the education authority, 
young persons and those who came under their charge, 
in the advantages of co-operation among the farmers 
of this country. (Cheers.) That, he thought, mightebe 
productive of some good, but, of course, it would have 
to be supplemented by the energetic action of members 
of the county councils themselves, of whom not a few, 
he believed, were members of the Agricultural Organi- 
zation Society. (Cheers.)—Zhe Times. 


INJURY TO A PONY. 
WILLIAMS v. Simpson & Son. 


His Honour Judge Sir Alfred Marten, K.C., LL.D., 
held a sitting at Maidenhead County Court, at the Town 
Hall, on Friday, May 22nd. 

Major Williams, of Bourne End, sued Messrs. J. F. 
Simpson & Son, veterinary surgeons, Maidenhead, for 
£42, the alleged worth of a pony which was injured, it 


was alleged, through the negligence of one of defendants’ 
servants. 

Mr. Taylor Warry (instructed by Messrs. Bur 
Taylor, and Tryon, solicitors, 1 New Square, Lincoln’s 
Inn) appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. J. Cranstoun 
(instructed by Mr. F. J. C. Forss, solicitor, Maidenhead) 
was for the defendants. 

Mr. Warry, in opening the case, said that the plain- 
tiff had a little pony, which he bought in Shropshire 
last August, and for which he gave £12, and the ex- 
penses of having it broken amounted to £2 or £3. He 
brought the pony to his residence at Bourne End and 
was in the habit of driving it about. It was a little 
pony of only about 12 hands. He had a special little 
cart made for it. It was always a quiet pony, but a 
free trotter. It was attacked with ring-worm, and on 
the 2nd February he sent it to Mr. Simpson’s to be 
treated. On the 9th February his groom went to fetch 
the pony and was told—or at any rate plaintiff learned 
—that the pony had fallen and cut both its knees. It 
was very material as to what Mr. Simpson himself said 
about that. He wrote to plaintiff that be was sorry to 
tell him that when the stable lad was exercising the 
pony up and down the yard the pony kicked u 
violently with both hind legs, overbalanced, and fell 
on both knees, cutting them. 

Major Williams, of “River View,” Bourne End, 
said that he was formerly a major at the Cape. He 
purchased the pony in question last August. It was 
12 hands and unbroken, He bought it of Mr. Tipton, 
of the Railway Ino, Marshbrook, Shropshire. He 
brought the peny to Bourne End and had driven it 
constantly. ever since up to the time he sent it to Mr. 
Simpson’s. He had a governess car, but he bought a 
new one for this pony and paid £29 for it; he 
was allowed £5 for the governess-car. He purchased 
the new cart for the pony because he wanted it for 
show purposes. He gave £12 for the pony. He 
got Mr. Tipton to break it in for £3 or £3 10s. From 
August to February the pony was so quiet that a 
child could ride or drive it: it was certainly very 
fast. He had never known it to kick up in the air. 
He had had 25 years’ experience of ponies, and had 
been accustomed to ride them since he was eight years 
old. He used to drive the pony to the railway station, 
and it would stand quite still and see a train pass. The 
pony now was absolutely no good at all to him. For 
show purposes it was worth to him quite £45 before 
the injury. He had been offered £35 for it, and had 
retused it. In Hertfordshire, Shropshire, and Mont- 
gomeryshire there was a class at shows for that par- 
ticular kind of hill pony. He sent the pony to Mr. 
Simpson’s by his groom. The firm of Simpson and Son 
he had every confidence in employing, and he should 
employ them again. On the 9th of February he sent 
bis groom to Mr. Simpson’s with another cob and to 
bring the pony back, but he returned without it. He 
then got a letter from Mr. Simpson informing him 
that when the pony was being exercised it kicked up 


‘violently -with both hind legs and fell on. its knees 


and injured them. In his (plaintiff's) view, if the pony 
kicked violently up behind and turned a complete 
somersault it would fall on to its head. If its hind- 
quarters were in the air and it overbalanced itself it 
was bound to come down on its head or on to its side. 
He knew Mr. Simpson’s yard quite well, and it was very 
nicely kept indeed. It was a gravelled yard; there 
were stones underneath the gateway going out and into 
the yard from the street. He understood that the pony 
was taken into the yard for exercise and to get warm, 
and in his opinion it should have had knee-caps on. 
He should not think it really necessary to take it out 
after its bath. Mr. Simpson, jun., informed him that 
neither himself nor his partner were there at the time 
of the accident. The pony was now absolutely useless 
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‘to him for showing purposes. There was now a 
blemish on it which any would-be purchaser would 
notice in a moment. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cranstoun: The last time he 
saw the pony was on the 28th of February. Bourne 
‘End was 43 or 5 miles away. He communicated with 
Messrs. Simpson by telephone on several occasions, The 
of pony 8 years. ‘ 

r. Cranstoun : I put it to you that the pony is t 
or four years older than that ? ernie 

Plaintiff : No, it is not. 

Can you tell me what it was used for up till it was 
seven years of age !—It was bought by the person to be 
ve on a small piece of ground and kept as a pet for 
‘his grandchild ; it was then three years old. kept 
itas a pet for four years doing nothing. He then a 
it because the child died. The owner of it then wasa 
porter at Marshbrook Station. 

Can you give me his name !—No, I cannot. I bought 
it of Mr. Tipton, of the Railway Inn. I had asked him 
to get a pony forme. The porter was the seller really 
‘T had known him for many years. 

The value of the mare has increased since you pur- 
chased it because you intended showing it ?— Yes. 

Is it what is known as a branded pony ?—Yes. 

What are the letters on it ?—There is a large U on the 
‘near side. 

Is there another U on its hind-quarters ’—I haven't 
noticed, but there may be one. 

Is that to the advantage of the pony /—There is a 
-class for this particular kind of pony. 

When do these shows take place ?—Generally ia 
July, August, or September. 

Did you try to dispose of it in November last year ?— 
‘Yes, at a price—40 guineas. 

— 7 send it to Mr. Simpson’s yard for that pur- 
pose ?—Yes. 

Not the cart as well?—No. I said the pony could 
be sold for 40 guineas, or, with cart and harness, 47 
guineas. 

Was that the new cart you bought ’—No; the one 
I sold for five guineas. 

After that did you take the pony to Mr. Charman, 
Maidenhead, or did you have it sent there by your 
—~ 1—No, but I believe I did send another animal— 
a cob. 

Did you send the pony now in question to Mr. Char- 
‘man, Red Lion Hotel ?—No. 

Do you know Mr. Charman?—No. 

John Armstrong, groom in Major Williams’ employ, 
‘said that on February 9th he went to Mr. Simpson’s 
and saw the injured pony. He saw its head and face, 
on which there were no marks. He did not see the 
knees because they were bandaged. He had seen the 
iknees since with the bandages off and found them 
cut ; they were not over-badly cut then. One cut was 
bigger than the other—about the size of a two-shilling 
piece. The other cut was about the size of a shilling, 
-or a trifle smaller. The cuts had become dry. 

Mr. Warry : What was the character of the pony! 
—It was quiet. re 

Was it in the habit of rearing up and kicking up 
‘behind and turning somersaults !—No. 

Not when being taken to the farrier’s /—No. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cranstoun: He took the pony 
-Several times to Mr. Taylor, farrier. It never kicked out 
its hind legs at the farrier’s and never reared ; neither 
did it on the way there. When he went to Mr. Simp- 
son’s on the 9th of February he saw two grooms there. 
‘He spoke to one of them and in the course of conversa- 
tion with him he did not speak to him of the mare kicking 
up behind. There was onnething said about the mare’s 
habits, but what it was he could not remember. He 
could not say by whom this cay agony | was said. He 
‘did not say that the pony was in the habit of rearing 


up or kicking, especially when being taken to the 
farrier’s. He never said that at any time. The ny 
had two brand-marks on it—one in the middle of the 
back and one on the hindquarters. In November he 
brought the pony to Mr. Simpson’s yard for a gentleman 
tosee. He had with him the pony-trap and harness. 
He could not remember saying that £30 would be taken 
for the lot. He knew Mr. Charman, of the Red Lion 
Hotel, by sight but not by name. He never after- 
wards took a pony and cart to Mr. Charman’s front 
door and offered them for sale, One of Mr. Simpson's 


men sent for a gentleman to see the pony. It was 
the same pony as that they were discussing in this 
case. He did not remember what was said, but they 


did talk about selling the pony, trap, and harness. He 
could not say whether he said that his master wanted 
to sell the pony because he had a larger cob, and that 
the price for the pony, trap, and harness was £35, but 
without the harness he would take less. 

His Honour : Did you say anything about it ? 

Armstrong : I really do not know what I did say. 

His Honour: Did your master tell you the price you 
were to ask ? 

Armstrong: He did tell me but I forget what the 
price was. 

J, Edwards White, of Marlow, said that he had driven 
the pony on several occasions—dozens of times. It was 
a very good pony, but fast-trotting and showy. It had 
grand action. (Laughter.) He had never had occasion 
to leave it unattended. 

Cross-examined : His address was West Street, Mar- 
low, and he was Major William’s waterman. He steered 
steam launches and had usually been captain of a launch. 
That was his profession. 

Henry Harman, of the Railway Hotel, Bourne End, 
said that the pony was stabled at his place from the 
time Major Williams purchased it until it went to Mr. 
Simpson’s stables. He drove the pony once, and it 
went perfectly quiet. He had seen it led out several 
times, and it was always quiet. It was rather a showy 
pony and fetched up its feet well. 

Cress-examined : It was possible for a pony quiet in 
harness to kick out in play at times without having 
acquired the character of being vicious. 

his concluded the case for the plaintiff. 

For the defence Mr. Cranstoun called— 

John Bailey, who said he was groom in the service 
of Mr. Cripps, K.C., M.P., at Parmoor, near Marlow. 
From the 12th January until the 5th May he was in the 
employ of Mr. Simpson, and left the latter’s service to 
better his position. He remembered the 2nd February, 
when the pony was brought to Mr. Simpson’s for treat- 
ment. It was suffering from ringworm, and on the 9th 
February it was practically cured. On that date he was 
directed to take the pony out of a loose box and exercise 
her up and down the yard. He was in the habit of 
doing this with other horses. The yard was about 50 

es long. He took the pony along the yard from the 
oose box, and had just turned her round to come back 
when she kicked up her hind legs and came down on to 
her knees and nearly pulled him to the ground. There 
was a scar above the left eye—more of a graze than a 
That was caused when the pony fell down. He 


cut. 
did not know of anything that caused the pony to do 
this. She rose up from the ground herself. He had 


never told anyone that the pony turned a somersault ; 
she did not turn right over. He took her back to the 
stables, where her injuries were attended to, and he 
reported the matter to Mr. Simpson. The occurrence 
was witnessed by William Simmonds, another groom. 
Shortly afterwards Armstrong came to the ‘oe re 
ing another horse and a dog for treatment. e told 
him what had happened, and there was a conversation 
about the habits o' the pony. Armstrong said to bim : 
“he’s up to all them games when I takes her out. 
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Cross-examined : Simmonds was watching him and 
the pony and was about 30 yards off. He was at one end 
of the yard and Simmonds at the other. He was a groom 
three months before he went to Mr. Simpson’s. 


William Simmonds, a groom in the employ of Mr. 
Simpson, said he had been with Mr Simpson two years | 


come next July. He remembered the pony being brought 
to the yard on 2nd Feb. He attended to it, with the 
assistance of Bailey, under Mr. Simpson’s instructions. 
On the 9th of Feb. he saw the pony led out of the loose 
kox. He told Bailey to take it out. The mare was 
practically cured on 9th February. He washed her over 
with disinfectant before sending her out. He did this 
with Bailey’s help, and he dried her with straw wisps. 
She was thoroughly dried before being taken out. 
The pony kicked up its hind legs and simultaneously 
came down on to its knees. Bailey did nothing to 
cause the pony to do this. He turned it round in a 
careful manner and as far as he could see Bailey was 
bringing it back ina careful manner. He was holding 
the pony by a head-collar, and when the pony kicked 
up Bailey nearly came down with it. The pony was 
grazed just above the left eye. There was nothing in 
what Bailey did tpat he could find fault with. Bailey 
was a careful groom. All the time he had known him 
asa skilful and careful man. When Armstrong came 
he told him how the accident happened and he said: 
“ He often does that at home when he is being led, par- 
ticularly when taken to the blacksmith.” It was only 
in play that the pony did it. He did not think it 
was vice. 

Cross-examined : He was in charge of the pony at the 
time of the accident and Bailey was acting under him. 
The pony was dry when taken out. It was taken out to 
circulate the blood and to exercise it. The pony was 
nt in the stable and reared up when the other 

orses were being fed. He was of opinion that when the 
pony reared up in the yard its front legs were not strong 
enough to support it. 

Mr. James Ferguson Simpson said, in answer to Mr. 
Cranstoun, that he was a Justice of the Peace for the 
County of Berkshire, and for the Borough of Maiden- 
head. He was a veterinary surgeon and had practised 
in Maidenhead for 37 years. He was a Fellow and former 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
He had treated animals for the plaintiff previous to this. 
He had found Bailey, one of his grooms, an apt lad. He 
was steady and obeyed his erders to the letter, and was 
careful and kind to horses. Simmonds had been with 
him for over two years, and he was a man whom hecould 
trust. He treated the pony for ringworm from the 2nd 
to the 9th of February, and on the latter day it was free 
from contagion and the usual steps were taken for the 
purification and disinfection of the rugs brought in with 
the pony; the skin of the pony generally was cured. 
When he returned home he received information from 
his grooms of the accident, and he went and examined 
the pony. He found both knees injured and a slight 
abrasion on the orbit on the left side. There were also 
other unimportant marks on the pony caused probably 
by the fall—one on the nasal bone. There were no marks 
on the back. The wounds and grazes were quite con- 
sistent with what the grooms told him. He dressed the 
wounds. With regard to the knees there was at the 
present time a small apparent scar on the off knee that 
would be permanent. Tt was an extremely small one 
and was only just visible. On the near knee there was 
absolutely no scar; in fact he was a little proud of his 
surgery. With that exception the pony was exactly as 
it was when it was first brought to him to be treated for 
ring-worm. He wrote to Major Williams about the 
pony and also spoke to him through the telephone, but 

e never made _ complaint to him. On Feb. 28th 
Major Williams called to leave his pony and cart, as he 
usually did when he came into Maidenhead. He then 


asked how the pony was going on, and he (defendant): 
‘said: “ Very well, indeed. It is in the box ; I’ll show it 
to you.” He had the pony’s head brought round to the 
| light for Major Williams to see the extent of the trouble, 
Plaintiff said: “ There’s going to be some great scars 
there. Ishall not take tothe pony. I shall have to put 
the matter into the hands of my solicitors.” He replied : 
“ Are you joking, Major Williams, or are you in earnest?’ 
It was a pure accident, and | am in no way responsible.” 
Plaintiff said : “I am in earnest,” and he (Mr, Simpson): 
then said: “That being so, Major Williams, I have 
nothing more to say. They wished each other good day 
and he had not seen Major Williams since until now. He 
might also state that he remarked to Major Williams : 
“Do you know I have heard all about the habits of the 
ny since the accident ?” to which he replied : “ Well, 
ll admit that she jumps about a good bit when she’s 
being led.” It was a common thing for ponies to be 
playful and t» kick up. The fact of the pony having been: 
in the stable for a few days would perhaps add to its. 
cheerfulness and playfulness when it came out. 

Mr. Cranstoun: How old, in your opinion, is the 
animal ?—Eleven or twelve years. I put its minimum age 
at 11 years. There were two brand marks on the pony, 
4in. by 3in. from margin to margin, and these were visi- 
ble at a considerable distance. He had judged horses in 
a good many shows, but he had never seen one brand- 
ed to such an extent as this one brought into a ring. 
even, to say nothing as to gaining a prize.—(Laughter.) 

Did you ever know such a branded animal put into a: 
competition ?—I have never known such a case. 

You have heard something about grand action. What 
do you say as to that ?—I classit as average. The action 
is neither defective nor extravagant. 

What would you say would be a fair value in the 
market ?—-£8 or £9. An auction sale is somewhat of a 
but as near as I can say it would fetch about - 
that. 

What damage has the pony really sustained ?— If 
offered for sale it might fetch £2 or £3 less because of 
the mark. 

The mark would make no difference to anyone want- 
ing a working pony ?—No. 

r. W. John Mulvey, of 67, Lower Sloane Street, 
London, said he was a Fellow and former President of 
the Ruyal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and was now 
practising as a veterinary surgeon, and had been since 
1866. Hesaw the pony in question on the 15th of May.. 
He had examined many hundred similar ponies. He: 
examined the knees of the pony, and saw it trotted up: 
and down. Qn the off knee there was a small scar about 
the size of the end of a lead pencil. On the near knee 
there was no scar whatever, and if the hair was the same 
colour as the other hair of the pony, there would be 
nothing to lead him to suppose that any injury had ever 
taken place at the knee. As the summer advanced the 
hair on the knee and on the other parts of the body’ 
would be exactly alike. The injury had had no effect 
on the action of the pony. In his opinion there was: 
nothing particular in the action of the pony. He had 
examined the pony as to its age, and he believed it was 
an older pony than Mr. Simpson thought it to be ; it had 
undoubtedly had a foal. He should put the pony at 
from 12 to 14 years old. 

Mr. Cranstoun: It has been su 
is only eight years old 7—Yes, I 
nonsense. 

You have seen the ce where the accident happened, 
and you have heard the evidence of the groom. Do you 
consider the pony was exercised properly or improperly ! 
—()uite properly, and the explanation of the accident is 
quite a feasible one. I do not see how anything else 
could have been done. 

Is it your practice to have knee-caps on horses exer- 
cised in your own yard ?—No, certainly not. 


sted that the pon 
now, but that 9 all: 
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Did you notice any brand marks ?—Yes. 
Would these affect the value of the animal ’—Yes, 
-especially if the purchaser had any idea of showing the 


ny. 

Professor James Macqueen, professor of surgery at the 
Veterinary College, London, said that May 
18th he saw the pony at Mr. Simpson’s stables. The 
am was not less than 12 years old; it might be older, 

ts general appearance indicated that it had had a foal. 
‘There were two brand marks on the left side of the pony 
—one on its body and one on its hind-quarters. There 
was no hair on them. He had measured these brand 
marks. They were 4 inches by 3 inches, and 34 inches at 
the widest pent. The near knee he found to be some- 
what light from what appeared to be a treatment applied, 
but the hair was growing strongly. He could find no 
-scar or any indication of awound. On the off knee there 
was a small blemish, just about the size of the end of a 
lead pencil, and it would become even smaller The 
_yard was well suited for the exercise of horses. It was 
of smooth gravel, which was the best foothold a horse 
-could have. He did not think any blame attached to 
‘the grooms, who did everything that could be expected 
of them. Minus the blemish on the knee, the pony was 
worth from £12to £15. For working purposes the pony 
was not depreciated in value by the blemish, pet yd 
ny was now as fit for work as it ever was in its life. 
nee-caps were never used when horses were exercised 
in hand. 

Mr. Warry : How much do you say the pony is depre- 
ciated by the accident ?—Thirty shillings or £2. If 
attention was not drawn to it no one would notice the 
‘blemish, and the pony would not be depreciated in value 
at all for working purposes. 

James Charman, proprietor of the Red Lion Hotel, 
Maidenhead, said that he had had a good deal of ex- 
perience in buying, selling and driving horses. He had 
seen the pony in question, and he saw it at the fall of 
last year, when he was asked if he wanted to purchase a 
‘turn-out. Armstrong brought the pony and cart from 
Mr, Simpson’s yard to his front door. He was not 
‘fetched to Mr. Simpson’s yard. Armstrong told him that 
his master wanted 35 guineas for the pony, cart and 
harness, but a little less if the harness was not required. 
‘He had a look round, but thought the amount asked was 
too much money, and he declined the offer. There was 
nothing exceptional in the action of the pony ; it was 
very plain. Heshould put the outside value of the pony 
at £15, and the cart and harness at another £10. Ponies 
like the one in question were common at fairs. He had 
seen similar ponies sold for from £7 unbroken to £10 
‘broken, without a brand mark. ; 

His Honour, in giving judgment, said he saw no 
ground for the contention that there was any negligence 
whatever in the manner in which the pony was exer- 
cised. As tothe yard, that was of smooth gravel, and 
‘there was no evidence to show that there was any act 
of negligence in exercising the pony in such a yard, 
which was properly gravelled, well rolled and smooth. 
_As he failed to discover any negligence on the part of 
-defendant’s servants, and as he thought proper care was 
exercised, the action must be dismissed, with costs. 

Mr. Cranstoun asked that adequate costs should be 
allowed for professional witnesses. His Honour acqui- 
esced, and referred the matter to the discretion of the 
Registrar. The case occupied five hours.—Zhe Maiden- 
Advertiser. 


—- —- 


A Vrvisection Lipset AcTION. 


The ‘“ Britsh Medical Journa]” understands that Dr. W. 
M. Bayliss, Assistant Professor of Physiology at University 
‘College, is bringing an action for libel and slander against 
the Hon. Stephen Coleridge, in connection with a speech 
‘delivered by the latter at the annual meeting of the N ational 
7 ivisection Society, of which Mr. Coleridge is secre- 


CRUELTY TO A COLT. 


At Camborne on Tuesday, May 12th, John Pole Sim- 
mons, farrier, and Henry Glanville, farmer, were 
charged with illtreating a colt on April 16th. 

Inspector Roberts said the prosecution was under- 
taken by the R.S.P.C.A. with the object of preventing 
unqualified men from performing delicate operations on 
animals and causing them unnecessary pain. When 
passing a field at Riskadinnick he saw a colt being held 
down by ropes fastened to each leg. Siumons was 
commencing to sew up a gash in the chest of the ani- 
mal. There was a pool of blood on the ground, and 
Simmons was himself bespattered with blood all over. 
The colt was —— with perspiration, breathing 
heavily and groaning. The men were also performin 
an operation on the hock, which was swollen, and ha 
passed a piece of twine through it. The gash in the 
chest was eight incheslong, anda piece of some sort of 
growth 24 inches long had been taken out. 

_ P.S. Laskey corroborated, and Herbert S. Champion, 
jeweller’s apprentice, stated that the operations lasted 
about half-an hour. 

Mr. Olver, V.S., deposed that he examined the colt on 
April 2ist, and found a wound in its chest eight inches 
long. He had previously seen what was taken away. 
It was not a tumour, and if it had been freely opened 
would have discharged itself and, in his opinion, cured 
itself without extraction of the substance. The off 
hock was considerably enlarged and had two setons in 
it, composed of some rough material, looking very much 
like cord used for thatching, and were worse than use- 
less. Both operations were entirely unnecessary. It 
was not usual for qualified men to apply setons to the 
hock, but he believed it was a common practice for 
farriers and others to do so. 

Mr. E. R. James, V.S., of Camborne, said he treated 
the colt from August 2nd, 1902, to the 22ad, and it was 
progressing favourably. The operations described were 
unnecessary, and it was cruel to put a thatch cord through 
the hock. 

Glanville deposed that since the operation the colt 
was a lot easier, and the wounds were healing. He 
employed Simmons on the recommendation of a friend. 

Simmons said he had performed similar operations on 
several occasions. The animal was now much better. 

Mr. J. Vivian Thomas, solicitor for the defendants, 
contended that both men did only what they thought 
best and most reasonable, and that to convict the magis- 
trates must be satisfied that they wilfully inflicted pain 
on the animal. 

The Chairman announced that the magistrates were 
unanimous in their opinion that there was no intentional 
cruelty, and had decided not to convict. They were glad, 
however, that the Society had brought the case forward, 
and hoped that as a result operations of the nature de- 
scribed would be performed only by skilful and qualified 
men. The Society’s costs were remitted. 


Cruelty Case at Hackney—A Hopeless Cripple. 


At North London, William Jenkins, 52, carman, of 
Lanfield Street, Clapton, was charged on remand before 
Mr. Fordham, with cruelty to a bay horse by working it 
whilst in an unfit state at Graham Road, Hackney, and 
Henry Goodey, horsekeeper, of Amburst Terrace, ack- 
ney, was summoned for causing the horse to be so 
worked.—Constable Jakes, 575 J, said that he found the 
horse at work in a sweeping machine belonging to the 
Hackney Borough Council. The horse was very lame 
and quite unable to work. Jenkins said that he knew 
the horse was lame when Goodey directed him to take 
it out, but Goodey said it was only stiff and the lame- 
ness would work off with exercise. The horse was 
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however, so bad that it was impossible to bring it to the 
Court for the magistrate’s inspection. (oodey said that 


cause Mr. Clunes was always on the other side his evi-- 
dence was prejudiced. He was a man of great exper- 


the hurse had been under his care for two years and had | ience and reputation as a veterinary surgeon in the- 


been in the same condition. It was artful, but went all 
right after being put to work. Mr. Cockerton, veteri- 
nary surgeon, said that he had examined the horse and 
found it to bea hopeless cripple. One foot had become 
entirely separated from the bone, and as the animal 
could not move without pain he advised that it should be 
slaughtered. This advice had not been followed. Mr. 
Fordham said that this was an extremely bad case, as 
both the men knew perfectly well that the horse was in 
great pain. He sentenced Jenkins to 14 days’ and Goodey 
to six weeks’ hard labour.—7he Times. 


CRUELTY TO A MARE. 


At Truro City Police Court on Monday, May 11th, 
before Messrs. W. Bullen (in the chair) and T. L. Dor- 
rington, Frederick Trethewey, farmer and carrier, St. 
Mewan, was charged with cruelty to a mare by working 
it whilst in an unfit state. He pleaded not guilty, and 
was defended by Mr. R. Dobell. 

Inspector Roberts, R.S.P.C.A., said the Bench would 
be told that the animal was suffering from extreme 
debility, was very emaciated, and lame in both fore legs 
and the near hind leg. He had been to St. Day for a 
load of furniture to take to Grampound Road, a distance 
of 18 miles. The mare was unfit for any kind of work. 
He asked defendant to have it examined by Mr. T. 
Olver, but he replied, “I don’t want him ; he won’t tell 
me the horse is fit for work.” He had brought Mr. 
Clunes, veterinary surgeon, St. Austell, and witness 
asked the Bench to consider Mr. Clunes’ evidence very 
carefully, as he was always against the Society and the 

lice.—Mr. Dobell: You have no right to say that; it 
is an uncalled for observation.—Inspector Roberts: It 
is quite true-—The Clerk (Mr. Parkin): You must not 
say such Roberts added that on 
Saturday afternoon, the 2nd May, he saw the horse 
drawing a van load of furniture over Boscawen Bridge. 
The animal stopped, and seemed too weak to pull the 
load up the little slope, and defendant gave it several 
blows on the side of the head with a whip stock. The 
The back of the shafts was knocking the horse on the 
hocks, and the points of several nuts were cutting the 
skin on both hocks. He told defendant the horse was 
not fit to take such a load, and asked him to take it out. 
Defendant replied that it was stiff and old, but he did 
not think it was in pain. Both fore feet were contrac- 
ted, and by seizing the withers witness could rock it, 
and could easily have pushed it over. The shafts were 
fitted for a horse 13 h.h., and this was a big cart horse. 
With great reluctance defendant took the mare out, and 
another horse took on the load. 

By Mr. Dobell : He saw no sores. The vehicle was a 
broken down spring trolley, and contained about l5cwt, 
of furniture. 

P.C. Hancock deposed that the trolley was not fit to 
put a horse in, but was more fitted for a donkey. 

Mr. L. C. Dawes, landlord of the Union Hotel, said 
he thought the mare wasa broken down poor animal, in 
a dilapidated condition, and ought to be done away 
with. P.S. Brokenshire gave corroborative evidence. 

James Forbes, veterinary surgeon, who examined the 
horse, said it was lame on both fore legs from contracted 
feet and ringbone, and on the near hind leg, probably 
due to the waggon running against it. The mare was 
aged and emaciated, and very debilitated, and it was 
cruelty to work it. The wounds on the hocks were 
sufficiently bad to cause cruelty, apart from the general 
condition of the mare. 

Mr. Dobell, in defence, pleaded that guilty knowledge 
must be proved, and repudiated the suggestion that be- 


county. 

MroF. L. Clunes, veterinary surgeon, St. Austell, de- 
posed that on the 4th May he examined the mare. It 
was in fair working condition, from 13 to 15 years old,. 
and with no sores. The mare looked thinner than it 
really was because it was badly “ribbed up.” It trotted 
fairly sound for its age, and did not go lame, and he told 
defendant to work it. He found no signs of disease or’ 
wounds in her legs, no evidence of ringbone or sidebone, 
and no wounds on the hocks, in fact he never saw a 
mare so clean in the legs for its age, and it was quite fit 
to make such a journey. 

By Insp. Roberts: The mare was practically sound in 
the feet and legs. There was no wound on the hock, 
and he staked his reputation that the hock was not 
knocked on the Saturday. He advised defendant to 
bring the mare to Truro, as it would be the best witness 
defendant could have. He would say that Mr. Forbes” 
opinion of the horse was wrong. 

Defendant said he went to Gwennap Pit for the furni- 
ture on the previous night, and started for Grampound 
Road next day with a load of 12cwt., travelling at a 
walking pace. He had no trouble with the mare. 
When Teipetter Roberts stopped him he refused to pay 
for a veterinary surgeon, but made no objection to Me 
Olver personally. He obtained a pony from Mr. Lever- 
ton, and put the mare in the chains, but the pony would’ 
not pull, and at the top of Union Hill Leverton refused’ 
to go further, and the mare took the load to Grampound’ 
Road. He admitted that the point of a nut rubbed some. 
hair off the hock. 

By Inspector Roberts: It was not right for him to put 
his hand on the horse’s withers and push it; the horse~ 
was not aware of it, and it was a mean thing to do when 
the horse did not know. é, 

The Chairman said the weight of evidence was against 
defendant. The mare was seen by so many witnesses. 
that anything contrary to their evidence they could not 
believe. He would be fined 10s. 6d. and £1 11s. 5d. costs. 
—Royal Cornwall Gazette. 


AUCTIONEERS’ COMMISSION. 
BARLING v, WARNER, SHEPPARD, AND WADE. 


In the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of 
Justice, the case of Barling v. Warner, Sheppard, and 
Wade came before the Lord Chief Justice and Justices. 
Wills and Channell, sitting as a divisional court, an 
appeal by defendaats, from a decision of the county 
court judge of Monmouthshire, sitting at Monmouth. 
It appéared that the plaintiff, a Monmouthshire veteri- 
nary surgeon, had sent two horses for sale at the Chelten- 
ham Respository of the defendants, who are Gloucester- 
shire auctioneers. One of the animals was sold, but the’ 
other, a valuable horse called Cossack, on which there 
was a written reserve of 975 guineas, was bought in at 
£970, but whilst the sale was still on, and whilst the 
horse was in the repository stall, the plaintiff himself 
negotiated a sale of the horse privately, and after- 
wards, it was said, had admitted to one of the defen- 
dants that he had sold the animal for over £1,000. Upon: 
this the defendants claimed to be entitled to their com 
mission of five per cent. on the sale price, which, on 
the plaintiff's own statement, they put at £1,900, and 
they retained the commission out of the muney in their 
hands. The plaintiff, who disputed their right to com- 
mission, sued them in the county court for the return of 
the money which the defendants had retained, and the 
county court judge decided in his favour, holding that 
the defendants had done nothing towards the sale of the 
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horse, and were therefore not entitled to commission. 
‘The defendants now appealed. 


counsel for the appellants; Mr. J. Eldon Bankes and 
Mr. Baillache for the respondent. 
Mr. Evans said the ground of appeal was that the 


horse having been offered for sale by the a, 


_ and they having failed to sell hi 
Mr. S. T. Evans, K.C., M.P., and Mr. Hatton were. a ey having failed to sell him, he must be treat 


as an unsold horse so far as the defendants were con- 
cerned, and that the written reserve took him out of 


_ condition and of the conditions of sale. 


county court judge had misinterpreted the condition of | 


sale, which ran thus: “Any lot entered for sale, and 
sold by private contract by or for the owner, bought in 
by or for the owner, no written reserve having been 
given, or returned after the sale as not answering des. 
cription, to be subject to the usual commission of five 


per cent.” It was true that a written reserve had been | 
given in this case, but he submitted that that fact did 
not deprive the defendants of their right to commission. 
The horse had been sold by the plaintiff by private con- | 


tract, and therefore, having previously been entered for 


sale-by auction by the defendants, they were entitled to. 


their commission. 


Mr. Bankes, on the other hand, submitted that the 


The Lord Chief Justice, in giving the judgment of the 
court, said it was a pity the conditions of sale were not 
made more clear, so that such a dispute as this could not 
take place. There ought to be a word introduced into 
the conditions which would make it clear that a horse 
entered for sale by auction, and which was sold by 
private contract, came within the conditions, and that 
commission would be payable on the sale. However, 
he was of opinion that as the horse was entered for sale 
at the defendants’ repository, and was sold by private 
contract by the owner, the sale came, on the true consti- 
tution of the condition, within it as it stood, and that 
the plaintiffs were entitled to retain their commission. 

The appeal was accordingly allowed, with costs.— 
Western Press, Bristol. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 
Summary or Returns, Week EnpiInc JuNE 6, 1903. 


Foot- Glanders 
. Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including | Rabies. Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) 
| Cases 3% 
Period. s | 3832 
23/2 2 28), se] | 
No. |No. | No. No. | No. | No. | No. No No No 
Week ended June 6, 1903 oe 28 (38 | 37 65 os éa 43 , 
1902 ee 6b 29 | 4 
Corresponding week in 1901 oe 16 8619 21 40 
{1900 2 45 
586 oo | 720 3,332 
Total for 23 weeks, 1903 ati “i 391, 586 = -. | 589 959 | 
20 6 | 3,649 
oe 342 578 1 | 120 | 497 927 3 | 74 i649 
din iod in 1901 320 0» 459 12 | 669 | 575 1001 1; 1 1,705 ao 
1900 273 432 § | 123 | 489 866 961 10,532 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture, June 9th, 1903. 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 
Dear Sir, 


Will you kindly permit me, through the medium of 
The Deon to thank those "gentlemen who gave me 
their votes and support in the recent election of Council. 
—Yours faithfully, E. Lionet Stroup. 


Dear Sir 

Will you rmit me, through the medium of your 
journal, to thank those gentlemen who kindly vot : 
for me at the recent Council election. Although ues 
successful in obtaining « sufficient number of votes 
trust on another occasion better gi us.— 

a Ny 
Director General, A.V.D. 


28 Pall Mall, S.W., 9th June. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT 


Extract from London Gazette : 
War Orrce, Pati MALL, June 5. 
.-Lieut.-Col. I. Matthews, C.B., A.V.D., is granted 
rank of Vet.-Colonel whilst employed 
as Principal Veterinary Officer in India. 


A.V.D. ANNUAL DINNER. 


uence of the annual dinner of the Army 
enews nut taking place this year over 
twenty of its members availed themselves of the 
pleasure of dining together on Wednesday evening, May 
97th. at the Trocadero Restaurant (Empress Rooms). 
‘This reunion was much appreciated by all present 
because it afforded an opportunity of many officers meet- 


Dear Sir nk all ing again after a lapse of years. The gathering was at 


Will you allow me through your columns to tha 
those who voted for me at the recent electio 
say how much | appreciate the confidence 
placed in me.— Yours faithfully, A. E. METTaM. 


n, and to _ such short notice that 
they have the members now 1 


it was impossible to acquaint all 
n England, otherwise a greater 


‘number would have been present. 


| | 


ny 


- ture are too well known. It is difficult to obtain proper 
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NEW INSTRUMENTS. 


A NEW FOOT DRILL FOR THE TREATMENT 
OF PUNCTURED WOUNDS OF THE HORSE'S 
FOOT. 


Experience in the treatment of punctured wounds of 
the feet teaches the importance of proper drainage. As 
the majority of these cases are caused by nails picked up 
in the street the wound inflicted is small to outward ap- 
pearance but the serious consequences of a deep punc- 


drainage with the usual form of foot knives, and it is for 
this purpose that the instrument shown above has been 
suggested. Various forms were tried at first, but in 
consequence of the presence of a sharp point it was im- 
possible to remove a circular piece of horn without caus- 


ing severe pain, and injuring the sensitive portion of 
the foot anetonath. By the use of the new form o 
drill, which is in reality “ Doyen’s Brace Trephine,” the 
horn is removed with facility. 


clean circular opening is the result. Having had good! 
results with the instrument I venture to hope that it 
may prove as successful in other hands. 

No originality is claimed for the instrument by me,. 
but in response to a suggestion to Mr. Huish of Red 
Lion Square, London, that something for the purpose of 
foot drainage would be useful, the “Doyen Drill and. 
Brace” was suggested by him as being extremely likely 
to bill. E. Waits Hoare, FRGVS, 

rk. 


A NEW METALLIC EQUINE 
MALE CATHETER. 


; After several years practical experience: 

| in the East, in climates where the tem- 
)— perature may vary from 100° in the shade 
to freezing point. I have come to the 
conclusion that surgical instruments and 
appliances such as catheters, probangs,,. 
etc., made of rubber, gum elastic, leather 
and sucblike, besides being septic have 
always beer to those having to use them 
in hot climates, most difticult to main- 
tain in fair condition for immediate use. 

In order to overcome this disability, 
Messrs. Arnold and Sons, the well known 
instrument makers of West Smithfield,. 
London, have, at mysuggestion, produced 
a metallic male equine catheter composed 
of spiral steel wire, nickel or silver plated, 
which is a great improvement on the 
gum-elastic instruments commonly in 
use. This metallic catheter  pos- 
sesses the following advantages :— 
First and foremost it is absolutely 
imperishable and will withstand much 
hard wear. It is easily and thoroughly 
cleansed both inside and out by immer- 
sion in boiling water fora few minutes. 
Its portability recommends it, being: 
capable of being cviled up into small 
space Stability when introducing and 
extreme flexibility when introduced are 
also a recommendation. Method of using 
does not in any way differ from that 
when using the ordinary gum elastic 
catheter. 

Wituiam A. Detiacana, F.R.C.VSS. 


NOTES ON BOOKS. 


LEITFADEN FUR FLEISCHBESCHAUER (GUIDE FOR MEaT 
Inspectors).— By Professor Dr. OsTERTAG. Pub- 
lished by Richard Schoetz, Berlin. 6s. 6d. 


In the preface to this book Professor Ostertag says: 
that since he published the first edition of his large hand- 
book on Meat Inspection in 1892 he thinks there bas. 
sprung up a demand for a book such as the above, which 
is intended for meat inspectors who are nct veterinary 
surgeons. It must not be concluded from this that the 
book contains little of interest to the scientific man. On 
the contrary, there isa great deal of valuable informa- 
tion contained therein. The first part of the book is 
occupied with elementary anatomy, the duties and nature 
of meat inspection, methods of slaughtering, ete. The 
latter part deals with the principal diseases of animals,. 


f | and the various abnormal conditions are dealt with in 


an eminently practical manner, numerous illustrations 
being used to assist the descriptions, all of which are 


The puncture made by the nail is first enlarged by the 
smallest size drill, the larger one is then inserted and a 


pithy and to the point. The book contains 150 illustra- 
tions, most of which are very good, and these form & 
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‘special feature of the book, looked at from the practical 
point of view of a man who is not a veterinary surgeon. 
Along with the book are a series of six wal! diagrams 
well executed and useful for class work, especially four 
of them dealing with the positions of the important 
lymphatic glands. The cost of these diagrams is £1. 


HAPPY ANIMALS. 


A Lecturer at a Veterinary College recently stated in 
-all seriousness that cows might be persuaded to give 
better milk if their mental requirements were better 
looked after. What the gentleman meant is not quite 
clear, but if his suggestion were carried out we might 
tind advertisements as follows :— 


MEADOW FARM DAIRY. 
Tue Best Epucatep Cows In THE District. 


Under the Special Instruction of our own Certificated 
Schoolmaster. 


APPOINTED AD Hoc. 

Evening Classes are held regularly, with readings 
from The Reflections of Margarine ; and a chorus from 
Mr. Broprick’s Musical Opera, A whey they have in the 
Army, is sung aloud during Milking, thus ensuring Good 
Rich Milk. 

Avoid ignorant Cows. 


The example would of course lead to imitations, as :— 


CERTIFICATED Fow 

No Fowl is engaged by us unless it has passed the 
‘Third Standard. A University Extension Teacher is 
under a permanent engagement tu supply the necessary 
education. Lectures are given daily on Miss ELLEN 
“THORNEYCROFT FowLer’s works, when all birds are ex- 
pected to attend. 

We guarantee all Eggs to be strictly moral and free 
from vice, as they are ail laid under the supervision of 
an authority on Lupsock’s Pleasures of Life. Examina- 
‘tion Papers are set on the subject before any Bird is 
allowed to commence business. 

Mora] Training, Mental Culture. 
Avoid ignorant Hens: they lay imperfect Eggs. 


Epucatep Bacon. 

At Lower Farm, Ditchcourt, will be found the best 
educated Pigs in tiis district. 

Two meals a day and a Bacon’s Essay every morning. 

No pig is allowed to enter a Literary Competition. 

Lectures weekly by an eminent Pro-Bore. 

A passage from The Belle of Chicago after every meal, 
and a scene from Resurrection at bed-time. 

We feed the Brains as well as the Body. The Result 
is Perfect Pork.—Punch. 


Personal. 

At the Annual Show of the Ixworth and West Suffolk 
Farmers’ Club, at Bury, on Whit Monday, Mr. W. E. 
Woods, M.R.C.V.S. of Newmarket, was one of the 
{odaes of the riding horses, and Mr. P. Turner, 

.R.C.V.S., of Ixworth, was veterinary referee.—Zast 


Anglian Daily Times. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ BAD TASTE OR IGNORANCE? 
Sir, 


pondent, ‘‘ The Old Obadiah,” was acting the part o 
Iscariot by giving the game away in penny numbers, an 
is to be hoped that the pieces of silver he earns by 
‘Means may be of some use to him. 
‘may repent of his choice. Who can te 
ypart I would prefer to rasp horses teet 


discussion in Edinburgh on Mr. pa 

i ble corres- methods of Societies for Prevention of Cruelty to Animuats. 
wee the pet f an | He says I am very bitter against the Society. I am afraid 
d it | this Inspector will hsve some difficulty in verifying his 


these | statement, seeing I have abstained from rushing into print 
Some day perhaps he | or uttering a sy 


11? For my own | Society and its me 
h and ie: hard | 1896, although I have often been tempted to do so. Proba- 


rather than take the bread from a professional brother's 
mouth. The struggle in these days of veterinary depres- 
sion between members of the profession and the bailiffs of 
the court is in my experience as keen as Britain versus 
Boer warfare. Weare fighting for our homes, and in the 
distance I can see the automotor coming with fresh sup- 
plies of ammunition for the enemy. All that we can now 
hope for is that a merciful death at the point of the bayonet 
will put an end to our terrible struggles. 
The sooner the profession recognises this fact and obtains 
a new charter, which should, I think, afford us some protec- 
tion against Iscariots, empirics, etc., the better; and another 
thing, what with an extra school for Ireland and oar own 
rapidly filling up, and this in spite of « diminution in the 
demand for our services, the outlook is disastrous. We 
shall soon have to adopt another blockhouse line which 
should, in my opinion, be a financial one.—Yours truly, 
G. Upton. 


THE M.R.C.V.8. AND THE SOCIETY FOR THE 


“ PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 
ir, 

A letter with the above heading from R. H. Betts, Chief 
Inspector for the S.P.C.A., 88 George Street, Edinburgh, 
appeared in your issue of the 30th ult. Kindly allow me a 
few words in reply ; I will take it up in the order in which it 
was written. 

When a case of prosecution by the S.P.C.A. is brought 
under my notice by a poor person, if I find that there is 
hardship and oppression I at once take up the case and 
defend it without fee or reward. 

A case is quoted where an animal belonging to a rich firm 
was stopped on the highway. It is alleged that ‘The 
animal was very lame, too lame to have been at work. 
Certified bya V.S. He is, in his present state, too lame to 
work and requires attention.” This report brings to my 
mind a soap very much advertised, it is very good for 
polishing brass but will not wash clothes. If this animal 
was too lame to work, why did the chief inspector and the 
V.S. allow it to go on its journey of eighteen miles in a 
heavily laden waggon. It seems to me that these two men 
should have been placed at the Bar of a Court and punished 
without the option of a fine. 

I am next accused of telling « deliberate untruth. I will 
find redress for this statement elsewhere. It happened 
thus. I defended a case of cruelty on the 5th December, 
1902. After the decision was given Mr. James White, 
Stone Agent and Contrictor, was leaving the Court when 
he remarked to the Inspector who appeared for the 8.P.C.A. 
that he had lost his case. He replied *‘ Oh, we will make 
it salt for him yet.” This was said, | am told, in the 
presence of Mr. Thomson, Builder, Leith. 

We are told that when veterinary surgeons who are dis- 
satisfied with the methods of the $.P.C.A. are asked to help 
to put things right they only reply by making vague charges. 
I have before me just now fifteen cases of maladministration 
by the §.P.C.A. which have been brought under my notice 
during the past year. Surely that is not @ vague state- 
ment. 

By the Providence of God the yreater part of my life has 
been spent amongst poor people who are owners of animals : 
1 have never found that they were more cruel than their 
fellows. One thing I do know—that they resent and abhor 
oppression and vindictiveness when it comes from people 
who profess godliness and preach righteousness. What we 
want is the practice of more righteousness in the Directorate 
and in the Staff.— Yours faithfully, 


A. Inouis MacCauiun. 


Sir, 
My attention has been called to a letter in your issue of 
May 30th, from the Chief Inspector §.S.P.C.A. in which he 


has thought fit to attack me in connection with a recent 
r, relative to 


llable in public in connection with this 
thods since I ceased to act for them in 


the letter quoted. 
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bly my association with Mr. MacCallum in the successful | Pitchford, the Principal Veterinary Surgeon of Natal at the: 


defence of grievous prosecutions and the Inspector’s own | 
words ‘‘as a rule they win,” explain themselves and the | 
position. 

With reference to the letter which is published, the 
Cruelty Inspector cerefully selects what suits his own pur- 

se. The Directors must have been well aware that I was 

esirous of parting company with the Society long before I 
received this letter, as I called upon the late Mr. Josiah 
Livington, who was then Chairman, in January, 1891, and 
gave him to understand that I meant to cease to act for the 
Society, and at that interview he earnestly requested me to 
continue to act as long as he was connected with it, more 
especially seeing that my father and self had been connected 
with the Society since its foundation, and two days later I 
received a letter intimating that the Directors had resolved 
to double my fee, with a view, I expect, to retain my ser- 
vices. I again saw the Chairman, and in deference to his 
wishes I meantime consented to act. In due course, Mr. 
Livingston passed away, and not long after his death I took 
the earliest opportunity to show the Management of this 
Society that I disapproved of their methods, by defending 
a case in the Leith Police Couit of a contractor named 
Walker, (who was no client of mine before or since,) which 
had been lodged by them with the Fiscal for prosecution, 
who on proceeding failed to prove his case. The papers 
duly reported my evidence, (but not quite correctly.) he 
Secretary wrote and asked me for an explanation, and I 
answered saying that if the Directors wanted such I was at 
their disposal, Please note that this case of Walker’s took 
place a few weeks previous to Nov. 19th, 1896, the date of 
The positior I took up in this case was 
thoroughly understood by the Directors, and hence this 
letter to me. 

In connection with the management of this Society it 
will perhaps be interesting to state that from its foundation 
about 1840 down to 1896 my father and self acted as veter- 
inarians, and during all that time neither of us was ever 
askeo to give a periodical resumé of our work, or meet the 
Directors to suggest, or advise in their interests, and 
whereas it has been managed by a Chartered Accountant 
from its infancy. It has now grown to such proportions 
that the Directors would do well to have an experienced 
veterinarian appointed on the Staff to manage that part 
of it where the animals are directly concerned. Sooner or 
later this will have to be done. The strained relations that 
at present exist with a number of our most experienced 
veterinary surgeons and the Society clearly indicate that 
the management is wrong, and it is for the Directors to see 
to putting their house in order by marching with the times 
and bringing it up to date.—Yours, etc. 

Joun E. Grey. 

119 Rose Street, Edinburgh, June 6th. 


[The Scotch 8.P.C.A. has no connection with the Royal 
S.P.C.A. The two bodies are quite independent.—Ep.} 


RINDERPEST IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
Sir, 

I have noticed the letters which have appeared in The 
Veterinary Record under the above heading. Though not 
a veterinary surgeon I have been sufficiently interested in 
the profession and its doings in Natal for many years past 
to have made a point of reading your paper for the notes on 
treatment and clinical cases it generally contains, being far 
from any qualified veterinary aid. 

Now, Rinderpest is a disease of the greatest importance 
to me as to all other South African Farmers, for I have 
a heavy sufferer from it in the past. : 

Eight years since we were told that if Rinderpest came 
south we should suffer what we termed a ‘‘ wipe out,’’ and 
could not hope to save more than 10 to 15 per cent. at the 
best. To-day we can laugh at an outbreak of the disease 
except for the inconveniences of the quarantine our Veteri- 
nary Department puts on us. If you ask the South African 
farmer to whom the credit of this result is due you will find 
50 per cent. of them will say they owe their salvation to 
Koch’s Bile method, while the other half will as loudly 
acclaim the Serum method of Drs. Danyez, Bordet, Theiler, 


Kolle, Turner, etc. : every one but the right man—Watkins- 


time. 

Your correspondent in California was right in so far as 
he said that ‘‘ if praise must be awarded any one individual 
it is due Watkins-Pitchford, for he had done sound work 
before the foreign medical men appeared,’’ but he is in- 
correct when he infers that the loss of credit to your pro- 
fession has been due to the apathy of the members of the 
veterinary profession in South Africa. Our national 
characteristics are as obvious in our professions as in our 
trades. We can do our work at least as well as our German 
friends but we cannot advertise it as loudly—this was the 
case in Rinderpest. 

In Natal we fight for our man, Pitchford, who made 
the mistake of thinking that ‘‘ good wine needs no‘bush ”’ 
while the medical men who came months after exploited 
the method he devised, altered trivial details in modes of 
preparation, and attached their own names with loud 
advertisement. 

Pitchford, responsible for fighting the disease for more 
than a year throughout the whole Colony. of Natal with a 
newly-devised method, had no time, and perhaps no 
stomach, for a windy wrangle in defence of his method, but 
left his own profession to vindicate his rights. 

Seeing that no move was made, and that half-a-dozen doc- 
tors were claiming the credit which should belong to the 
Colony of Natal, the Natal Government appointed a Com- 
mission to enquire into the whole question of Mr. Pitchford’s 
work in rinderpest. 

That enquiry resulted in fully substantiating Pitchford’s 
claim, and ended with a recommendation that the finding 
should be laid on the table of the House, that the work was 
deserving of substantial recognition, and (in order to give 
the profession a chance of asserting its claim) that the find- 
ing of the Commission should be forwarded to the Head- 
quarters of your profession—the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons—and here the matter 
rested. 

The Natal Government did its best for the representative: 
of your profession, and your Royal College responded to this 
official communication that ‘‘ They had no knowledge of the 
matter referred to.’’ 

No! Messrs. Stapley and Mayall, don’t blame your 
brethren in South Africa, but saddle the right horse which 
you will find much nearer home. If your own governing 
body will not take the trouble to advance your professional 
interests, take a leaf from the book of your foreign friends. 
and do the advertising yourselves.—Yours truly, 

Natat Farmer.”’ 


WOMEN AS VETERINARY SURGEONS. 
Sir, 

Now that the Registration of Farriers and the evils likely 
to arise therefrom through support, etc., by the R.V.C. is 
engaging so much attention. it may be an opportune moment 
for bringing to daylight what is probably the worst reach 
known of the Veterinary Surgeon’s Act, and that is, that in 
the Royal Borough of Kensington, likewise in the City of 
Westminster. two sisters carry on the business of a deceased 
and respected practitioner under the sign and title of a 
‘* Company of Veterinary Surgeons and Farriers,” yet the 
sole and only partners in the aforesaid Company are these 
two females, one of which also holds a licence to sell tobacco: 
and sweets. 

That the widow of a deceased practitioner should be al- 
lowed a certain amount of latitude, through the employment 
and “ recognition” of a qualified V.S. to carry on her 
departed husband’s business, is not unreasonable, but when 
it comes to ‘‘ outsiders’”—and women above all—acting, 
using and abusing the title of ‘‘ Veterinary Surgeon,” surely 
the Royal College will ‘‘ stand by” and see justice done to 
lawful holders of its diploma. 

Aneio-Scor In KENSINGTON. 


Communications. Books, anp Papers RECEIVED. - Messrs. 
G.W. Roberts, J. L. Barling, W.M.Scott, E.W. Hoare, 
W.H. Dalrymple, E. L. Stroud, G. Upton. Col. Thempson.. 
«*A Natal Farmer.” The Ludlow Advertiser. 
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